The prevalence of this parasite has been associated with the existence of volcanic rocks. It is much more frequent in the coast of Africa and Arabia than elsewhere. In India it prevails in Madras, Bombay, and Ilaj poo tana.
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Though guinea-worm frequently causes Asafcetida has been much esteemed by Natives as a proph}"* lactic. In my opinion, this medicine and pure water for drinking are the best prophylactics for this disease.
When the loop of the worm can be felt just under the skin, and is not imbedded deep among the muscles, the best plan of treatment is to cut down upon it, wlien by passing a probo underneath it, the extraction of the whole worm can be made, in a few minutes, witli great facility. This avoids the delay attending its natural exit, and the risk of the worm being broken during its gradual extraction.
When the worm is located below the ankle or knee, or in tho popliteal region, and at the same time imbedded in the substance of the muscles, and looped round the tendons, wo should never attempt to extract it by incisions, otherwise it will surely break, and the consequent extravasation of its contents into the sur* rounding textures invariably produces considerable inflammation, ending in suppuration. In such cases the best plan is to wait for the natural process of expulsion ; and when the usual bullae have formed, and the worm begins to protrude, it should be gradually extracted in the usual manner, the extracted portion being wound round a small dossil of lint or rag. At tho same time, to facilitate the exit of tho worm, the surrounding parts should be well rubbed with sweet-oil.
Sometimes the worm breaks during its extraction. This is especially likely to happen when its structure has been softened by the 
